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doing; but as far as possible treat it as you treat England and
Scotland."^
On the 12th of June, 1919, the City of London paid honour
after her custom to those who had served her in war. " We went
to Guildhall at 11.30," Lady Carson noted in her Diary, " your
names are shouted very loudly as you walk up the steps on to
the dais and shake hands with the Lord Mayor and Lady
Mayoress. We were quite early so saw all the others arrive.
Edward got a very good clapping. . . . We sat amongst lots of
Admirals. Admiral Barrett came and talked to me. I had not
seen him since Bermuda. Admirals Sturdee, Madden, Colville,
Tothill and lots more were there, and Generals Rawlinson,
Bethune, Byng, etc. The swords presented to Haig and Beatty
were too lovely. We then went on to luncheon at the Mansion
House. . . . About 500. ... I sat next to Edward and Lord Peel
and had General Home and his wife opposite. I liked both
Haig's speeches better than Beatty's though they were not so
polished, but so honest and straight. The Guildhall looked so
lovely with all the colours of the different city robes and the
banners hanging from the roof, and the sun streaming through
a window in the roof, and it was so splendid to see so many
brave and wonderful men and I always like a London crowd."
Thus Lady Carson, whose simple notes bring back those
glorious occasions.
Next day, u we went to St. Paul's for the Navy Memorial
Service which was most beautiful and just what sailors would
love. It wasn't even sad but a sort of triumphant service of
thanks given for brave men. They are the most glorious set of
men in the world. I am sure there are no men in our nation even
to touch the sailors."
On the 18th of June, Carson spoke at a farewell luncheon to
his good friend " Billy " Hughes, who was returning to Australia,
after holding his own at Versailles. On the 27th the Carsons went
to a famous garden party at Buckingham Palace: " There was
an awful crowd, the poor King and Queen were simply mobbed,
and we never got near them at all; but saw lots of friends and
ate strawberries." Then on the 28th of June, 1919, " the guns
fired about 5 p.m. to say that peace with Germany had been
* Parl. Deb., H. of CM vol. cxvi., c. 1899.